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AND 
Daily Bills of the Play. 
“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello, 
No. 6553. SA TURDAY, Dec. 24, 1842. Price 1d. 


“ The Play’s the thing.”— Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 





To-night being Christmas Eve, all the Metropolitan Theatres” will be 
closed. 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

AvuBeEr’s celebrated Opera of Gustavus the Third, with the addition of 
characters recently introduced therein at the Academie Royale de Mu- 
sique, at Paris, will be revived at this Theatre in the course of a few 
days. An English version of Rossini’s Opera of La Donna del Lago, 
is likewise in preparation. A new comic Entertainment has been ac- 
cepted, entitled The Highwayman, and will be forthwith produced. An 
entirely new and original Opera, the whole of the music composed by 
Signor Benedict, has also been put in rehearsal. The Opera of Sem- 
ramide will be repeated at this Theatre for the 28th time, on Thursday, 
the 5th of January. 

This Evening, the entertainments at the Adelaide Gallery are of the 
most attractive description, consisting of a Promenade Concert, the first 
part composed of sacred music, commencing withMusard’s grand selection 
from Handel’s Oratorio of The Messiah. In the second part, Haydn’s 
Joy Symphony will be introduced. Between the first and second parts of 
the concert, the splendid new gas microscope will he shown; and after 
the termination of the second part, the effects of the nitrous oxide or 
laughing gas will be exhibited. The Infant Thalia will also display her 
extraordinary performance twice during the evening. 

Royal Academy of Music.—The following were elected yesterday 
King’s Scholars :—Miss M. Barker, a very clever pianist, and MasterW. 
Watson, a most promising violinist. ‘The Board of Examiners spoke in 
the highest terms of the talent displayed by the Misses E. Bendixen, L. 
Voux, E. Chamberlaine, and E. Wright; Messrs.C. Fowler, H. Lahee, 
W. Macfarren, and J. Thomas. The Board of Examiners consisted of 
Sir George Smart, Messrs. C. Potter (the principal), F:Cramer, Goss, 
Elliott, W. S. Bennett, and W. Holmes. 

Mario ha. recently lost his father, which has caused him to absent him- 
self from the Italian Opera at Paris, for a short period ; and Mendelssohn 
too is suffering severe affliction, having lately lost his mother. 

The Algervine Punch.—The magistrates of Algiers have just inter- 
dicted the representation of Garagousse, an Arabian Polichinello, on ac- 
count of some of his witticisms, bordering on the obscene, and others 
being too severely satirical on the authorities. An account given by the 
Akbar of Algiers, of the origin of this buffoon, contains the following 
curious passage :—The celebrated polygraph named Sorjouti, composed 
in the year 899 of the Hegira, a work, entitled Kealo el fachouche fi 
Akham Caracouche, being a collection of facetiz, of which Bohha el 
Bin, Vizir and Governor of Grand Cairo, under Salahh el Din, was the 
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object. This personage having been obliged, in order to erect a fortified 
wall, to destroy many mosques, tombs, houses, and gardens, became ob- 
roxious to the people, who avenged themselves by giving him an oppro- 
brious cognomen, «which the Tnrks afterwards translated into the words 
Kara Kouche, or Black Bird, and attributing to him the most simple and 
ridiculous qualities and actions. This has become by the lapse of ages, 
corrupted into Garagousse, a droll, who attracts by his coarse humour as 
large audiences as the universally notorious Polichinello of Naples, 








Fashionable Lounges. 
0 the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Taames TUNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase ; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
Mavame Iussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,000/., &c.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Royat ADELAIDE GALLERY, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all the arts 
and sciences me! me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights, —saw the humerous effects of the Laughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &c. and portraits of RobertBurns, Lord Nelson, Prince Albert.&c. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

Afterwards, amuse myself by skating on the Artificial Ice, at the Baker Street 
Bazaar, Portman-square. This is a wonderful invention, there being upwards of 
3,000 feet of beautiful Ice, on which skaters can enjoy their favourite amusement 
in all seasons, surrounded by snow-clad Alpine scenery, forming a beautiful and. 
faithful Panorama of Lucerne and its frozen lake. Open from fen in the morning 
till five, and from seven till ten in the evening, when it is brilliantly illuminated. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, dropped into the LowrHer Bazaar, in the Strand—in addition to 
the usual accessories of such a place, is a Cosmorama fitted up with so much in- 
genuity that the spectator, with a very slight help from the fancy, might imagine 
that he was looking from some real cavern upon some of the most exquisite scenes 
on England’s coast. The articles are unusually reasonable, and the greatest ci- 
vility characterizes the establishment. It is very well attended, and to those who 
have not heard the Euterpeon it will be a great treat—there is no charge. 

In the evening I am to be found at ANvErTon’s Horet, Fleet Street, enjoying 
some delightful singing at the Harmonic Meeting held there : the principal singers 
consist of Mr. R. Cook, Mr Bannister, Mr. Delevante, and Mr. Moody, the well- 
known comic singer. An eniment pianist presides. The concert commences at 
eight, and attracts vast audiences. Excellent dinners always ready between 
twelve and seven o’clock,—the soups delicious, and the terms moderate. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &c.—PAUL PRY. 
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On Monday Evening, Shakspeare’s Comedy, (with Music) of 


The Merry Wives 
of Windsor. 


Sir John Falstaff . = . Mr BARTLEY, 
Justice Shallow, “Mr F. MA TTHEWS, 
Master Slender......... ror ans Serta Mr HARLEY, 


MrFord,MrCOOPER, Fenton,MrW.HARRISON, 
Mr Page, Mr DIDDEAR,  Dr.Caius, Mr WIGAN, 
Sir Hugh Fvans, Mr MEADOWS, 

Host of ‘ The Garter,’ ...... ee Mr GRANBY, 

Pistol, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 
Simple....Mr RIDGWAY, Nym....Mr Collett, 
Bardolph, MrG: Horncastle, Robin, MissMarshall, 
Mrs Ford, Miss WALTER LACY, 


i errr ....- Miss RAINFORTH 
Anne Page, Miss POOLE, 
Mes Quickly .....cccccccsesses Mrs ORGER, 





To conclude with, (First Time) a New Christmas Harlequinade, by writers 
of “ Punch, or the London Charivari,” entitled 


Punch’s Pantomime! 
or, HARLEQUIN 


KING JOHN 


Magna Charta f 


On Tuesday next, Artaxerxes, and the Pantomime. 
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On Monday Evening, Rowe’s Tragedy of 


JANE SHORE. 


Richard, Duke of Glo’ster, Lord Protector, Mr PHELPS, 
Duke of Buckingham, Mr STANTON, Earl of Derby, MrMELLON, 
Lord Hastings, Mr MACREADY, Sir W. Catesby, Mr SELBY, 


Sir Richard Ratcliffe, Mr LYNNE, Dumont, Mr ANDERSON? 
Belmour, Mr RYDER, Servant to Jane Shore, MrHarcourt, 
Jane Shore. Miss HELEN FAUCIT, Alicia, Mrs WARNER: 





Atter which (first time, ) a newGrand Tragle-Comic Christmas Pantouime, called 


HARLEQUIN 4»> 


William Tell ; 


Genius «the Ribstone Pippin 


Scenery, by Mr. Danson, and Assistants. Overture and Music by a substitute for 
Rossini. Dresses, Machinery, &c. by Real Swiss Attists. 





Printed & Published by E. & J. THomas, 26, Russell Court, Brydges Street. 
Covent Garden, where Novels, Plays Pamphlets, Posting-bills, Hand- 
bills, Letters, and Cards are Printed, on the lowest Terms.— Al] Communi- 
cations for The Theatrical Observer to be addressed as above. 


*,* The Theatrical Observer is delivered daily at the residences of subscribers ut 
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